THE QARA MOUNTAINS

easily distinguishable, for environment and calling have
left their mark. Legs not required to climb mountains
are less muscular, and tend to bandiness with much riding;
while feet that turn inwards are an unmistakable sign, when
accentuated, of the man of the desert steppe. Their dress
was typical too, musur and long-sleeved dish-dasheh reaching
below the knees. Their names added confirmation, Bir1
Annekid, Bir 'Uwaiga, Bir Annegim, on the pattern of son
of Kate, son of Jane, etc., for the nomad practice is that a
man as often as not is named after his mother instead of his
father, a custom nowhere to be found among town dwellers,
or these mountain tribes. These five Mahra had come by
ship to Sudh, a frankincense port under Ras Nus, to collect
dues of debtors (their slaves?) who were 'serving the
frankincense' this season, and now they were returning to
their place, the mighty Wadi Rama (sometimes Arrna).

Next came another Mahri, but obviously a native of
these mountains, bringing, a snake which he held by the
back of the neck between finger and thumb, while it coiled
itself menacingly about his wrist. 'It has stung me,' he said,
and holding up his other hand showed a pin-point of blood
on his second finger, which was much swollen from being
tied tightly round the bottom to prevent the poison from
spreading. He now put the snake on the ground and it
showed itself still full of life. As I edged away I saw him
dart his hand out to secure it once more, but it was too
quick for him, so that he caught only the tail. The monster
immediately veered round and, with a sharp strike, stung his
hand again, and I turned away sickened, for the bystanders
declared it to be poisonous. Holding it out by the tail at

^ I bin (Ar.), bint (Ar.) = son of, daughter of, become in these languages
bir and Krt. Sometimes the b is elided, whence ir and irt.
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